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At Illuminate You, Learning for Life Lodge, we are committed to providing an
educational experience that develops not only academic abilities but also the spiritual,
moral, social, and cultural (SMSC) growth of every student. We believe that SMSC
developmentis essential to preparing our young people for life beyond school,
equipping them with the tools and understanding they need to become responsible,
respectful, and active members of society.

Our approach to Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural (SMSC) development is rooted
in our T.R.I.B.E. framework, where:

e Trust builds a foundation for a safe and supportive environment, enabling
students to feel secure and valued as they explore their beliefs and values.

¢ Respect fosters an inclusive atmosphere where each student’s unique
perspectives are honored, promoting empathy and understanding within the
school community.

e Impact guides our commitment to making a positive difference in each student's
life, encouraging personal growth, moral understanding, and meaningful
contributions to society.

e Belonging creates a strong sense of community and acceptance, ensuring that
every student feels connected, valued, and able to contribute to our shared
environment.

« Enable empowers students to develop life skills, independence, and a sense of
self-sufficiency, preparing them to thrive personally and culturally as they engage
with the wider world.



This policy also aligns with the Independent School Standards (Part 2: Spiritual,
Moral, Social, and Cultural Development of Pupils) and promotes the fundamental
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, and
tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs.

This policy is informed by the following statutory guidance and regulations:

1. The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 (Part 2:
SMSC Development)

2. Promoting Fundamental British Values as Part of SMSC in Schools 2014
3. The Children and Families Act 2014

4. The Equality Act 2010

Spiritual development at Illuminate You involves fostering a sense of identity, purpose,
and connection with the wider world. We encourage students to explore their beliefs,
values, and experiences, whether through reflection, creativity, or understanding their
own and others' beliefs.

Our Approach:

e Providing opportunities for students to reflect on their own beliefs and
experiences, and explore their spirituality through creative subjects, outdoor
learning, and therapeutic practices.

e Encouraging curiosity about the world and the meaning of life through
philosophical discussions and interactive lessons.

o Fostering creativity and imagination through arts, music therapy, and vocational
projects, allowing students to express themselves.

o Offering a safe space for students to explore different worldviews and develop
empathy.

Moral development at Illuminate You is centred around helping students distinguish
right from wrong, make informed choices, and understand the consequences of their


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/part/2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a758c9540f0b6397f35f469/SMSC_Guidance_Maintained_Schools.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents

actions. Our trauma-informed practices and therapy-based support help students

develop self-regulation and personal responsibility.

Our Approach:

Teaching students about ethical issues and decision-making through our
curriculum, life skills training, and real-world scenarios.

Using Therapeutic Crisis Intervention (TCI) and Cognitive Behavioural
Therapy (CBT) to help students understand their behaviours and how to manage
emotional responses.

Encouraging students to take responsibility for their actions and understand the
impact of their behaviour on others.

Embedding values of respect, honesty, and integrity in everyday school life,
promoting mutual respect and tolerance.

Social development is about students' ability to work well with others, develop positive

relationships, and become active members of their community.

At Illuminate You, we foster a sense of belonging and collaboration through both

academic and non-academic experiences.

Our Approach:

Promoting teamwork and communication skills through group projects,
vocational activities, and social engagement programs.

Encouraging students to participate in community service, both within the
school and in the local community, helping them to feel part of something bigger
than themselves.

Teaching conflict resolution and emotional regulation skills to help students
manage peer relationships and challenges.

Offering structured social opportunities through extracurricular activities, such
as gardening, group therapy sessions, and community events.



At Illluminate You, cultural development focuses on broadening students’
understanding of the world, respecting cultural diversity, and appreciating the role of
different cultures and faiths in shaping modern society.

We are committed to promoting tolerance and inclusivity.
Our Approach:

¢ Introducing students to a wide range of cultural experiences, such as art, music,
literature, and celebrations of different traditions and festivals.

e Exploring British values, including democracy, liberty, and respect for the rule of
law, through school assemblies, discussions, and active participation in
democratic processes such as student councils.

¢ Encouraging tolerance and understanding by creating a culturally inclusive
environment where students learn about and respect different faiths, cultures,
and beliefs.

e Incorporating lessons on global issues, diversity, and equality into the curriculum
to help students develop an informed and balanced view of the world.

At Illuminate You, we actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy,
the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, and tolerance. These values are
embedded throughout our curriculum and school life, ensuring students understand
their roles and responsibilities in a diverse society.

Democracy

e Students participate in decision-making processes through forums such as the
school council, helping them understand the importance of representation and
collective responsibility.

The Rule of Law

o We teach the importance of laws in society, linking it to the school's code of
conduct, and explain the consequences of breaking the law through practical
examples in lessons and discussions.

Individual Liberty

e Students are encouraged to make their own choices in a safe and supportive
environment, empowering them to express themselves while understanding their
rights and freedoms.



Mutual Respect and Tolerance

e Ourcurriculum and activities foster respect for others, encouraging tolerance of
those with different backgrounds, beliefs, and abilities. This is reflected in our
inclusive ethos, ensuring that all students feel valued and respected.

The implementation of SMSC development is monitored and reviewed regularly by the
Headteacher and the Senior Leadership Team to ensure its effectiveness in supporting
student growth. The policy will be evaluated against feedback from students, staff, and
the community, and any changes will be made to meet the evolving needs of our
students.

At Illuminate You, Learning for Life Lodge, our approach to SMSC development is
integral to nurturing well-rounded, resilient, and empowered young people. We strive to
create an environment where students can explore their spirituality, develop strong
moral values, build meaningful social connections, and appreciate cultural diversity,
preparing them for life in modern Britain and beyond.

References to Key Legislation and Guidance

1. The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 (Part 2:
SMSC Development)

2. Promoting Fundamental British Values as Part of SMSC in Schools 2014
3. The Children and Families Act 2014

4. The Equality Act 2010



